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I. Sources 

A. Semonides 7, "On Women": seventh century BCE Greek Poem in iambic 
metre by Semonides of Amorgos. 

B. Na.tyastistra: Sanskrit didactic poem on dramaturgy in Anu�µibh/ Slake metre 
composed by Bharatamuni around the beginning of the Common Era. 

C. Ga.rgfyajyoti�a: Sanskrit didactic poem on astral science in verse 
composed/compiled by Garga around the beginning of the Common Era. 

II. Comparison of the Greek and the Sanskrit Versions 

A. Underlying omen syntactical structure: protasis and apotosis 

B. Apodoses: Common list of five apodoses: monkey, donkey, sow, mare, and 
bitch 

C. Protases: 
General similarities: 

1. the context of the man-woman relationship, 
2. the use of animal similes, 
3. the choice of the same five animals, and 
4. the inclusion of both physical and psychological characteristics 

III. Cultural and Historical Discussion 

A. Common basis in folklore 

B. Performance as common sympotic theme 

Natyasastra Garg'iyajyoti�a Semonides 7 

god/goddess (deva) deva 
demon/demoness (dana) 
celestial musician (gandharva) 

dana 
gandharva 

demon/demoness (rak�as) rak�asa 
serpent (naga) pannaga ., 
bird (patatrin/ sakuna) pak�in 
demon/demoness (pisaca) pisaca 
spirit (yak�a) yak�a 
man/woman (nara/ manu�a) manu�a 
monkey (vanara) m8-fJKo� 
elephant (hastin) 
gazelle (mrga) mrga 
fish (mina/matsya) 
camel (u*a) 
water creature (makara) 
donkey (khara) ovo� 
sow (siikara) '\)� 
mare (vajin/haya) l'.:rc:rco� 
buffalo (mahi�a) 
goat (aja) 
bitch (§van) 
cow (gau) 

K1JWV 

fairy (vidyadhara) 
fox ( a.)..w:rcris) 
earth (yfj) 
sea (8aMooa) 
weasel/ferret ( yaMri) 
bee (µE)..looa) 


